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H 4) 190-200f =3 MAUYES| 78 Wordfish Score Xt0| &4

19520 245 Wordfish Score Ao]

Ll
nyg ) 2 (3) 4) 5) ) )
-0.804" -0.437" -0.382° -0.386" -0.369" -0.256
o] g4 37 3 3 369 5
W-NOMINATE (g 216) 0.165) (0'1)737 0.182) (0.196) (0.283)
0.262" 0.2577 0.250" 0.270" 0.258" 0.102"

Qx4
(0.028) (0.047) (0.042) (0.043) (0.048) (0.029)
0.3157 03197 0.2717  0.155

g
(0.025) (0.017) (0.057) (0.073)
-0.012 -0.010 -0.001

L}o]
(0.013) (0.013) (0.005)
-0.1515 -0.029

]| o 1
(0.1)382 0.156)
2.593™

AL
(0.189)
0.179”

A G Z9]
(0.061)
N 177 187 177 177 177 177 177
R? 0.0701 0.1512 0.1589 0.1668 0.1708 0.1724 0.6836

Adjusted R* 0.0200 0.1081 0.1082 0.1112 0.1102 0.1064 0.6541
RMSE 1.054 0.9941 1.003 0.9982 0.9958 0.9948 0.6151

A gt v v v v v v v
3| A g3} v v v v v v v
"p<0.1, "p<0.05, "p<0.01

A 235HE EE QX (clustered standard errorn)E T3S Qo] #7]

Fad& Usd, dgt=g 992 E404 A<
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(HE 5) 190 =3 M3 7t Wordfish Score A0] £

199 3] &4 Wordfish Score A}o]

73 ) 2 ®3) oy 5) ©) 7
lojgdg2| -0.863 -0.518 -0.386 -0.392 -0.216 -0.094
W-NOMINATE  (0,305) 0.465) (0.583) (0.676) (0.704) (0.654)

0.302™ 0.286™ 0.276™ 0.220" 0.195" 0.118

o9

(0.042) (0.042) (0.042) (0.049) (0.058) (0.040)
0.248 0.245 0.078 0.117
g
(0.158) (0.133) (0.277) (0.271)
0.026  0.032  0.008
L}o]
(0.013) (0.015) (0.009)
-0.356  -0.105
LI =1k
(0.248) (0.340)
2.348"
9%
(0.418)
0.154

A G2
(0.115)
N 80 81 80 80 80 80 80
R2 0.0361 0.1553 0.1605 0.1656 0.1897 0.1992 0.5201

Adjusted R* -0.0152 0.1108 0.1038 0.0970 0.1109 0.1089 0.4506
RMSE 1.0055 0.93901 0.93832 0.93550 0.92189 0.91647 0.70944

Ay ayt v v v v v v v

0.1, p<0.05, ~p<0.01

A 35k EE QX (clustered standard error)E Z3 Qo] #7]

F4%, 95d, teelsgd o9 EA0A A9
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H 6) 200 =3 oS 7t Wordfish Score A0 24

20t =3 Z&H4 Wordfish Score Ao]

ny (1 2 3) %) ) ©) 7)
lojga2:| -0.745 -0.406 -0.393 -0.451 -0.456 -0.366
W-NOMINATE  (0.402) 0.350) (0.318) (0.355) (0.361) (0.447)
0.232™ 0.2317 0.229" 0.296" 0.291" 0.086"

oA XS
(0.040) (0.068) (0.066) (0.072) (0.077) (0.033)
e 0.342" 0.366 0.358" 0.162™
(0.086) (0.060) (0.065) (0.038)
00527 00517 -0.008"

L}o]
(0.005) (0.005) (0.003)
-0.057 -0.046

LI = F:4
(0.058) (0.082)
2.670™

AL
(0.241)
0.226™

A gF9]
(0.058)
N 97 106 97 97 97 97 97
R2 0.0729 0.1342 0.1394 0.1482 0.2102 0.2104 0.7940

Adjusted R> 0.0111 0.0817 0.0717 0.0707 0.1285 0.1186 0.7646
RMSE 1.0905 1.0305 1.0507 1.0453 1.0066 1.0064 0.51397

G g eyt v v v v v v v

"p<0.1, "p<0.05, ~p<0.01

A 235t EFE Q2 X (clustered standard errorn)E Z3 <o #7]

A& 13, tigtolag QY E4A A9

47 o
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(F=) 199200 =3 FAAY3] 7+ Wordfish Score 20| £4

(HE A-1) 1901-200 =3 MUHs| 728 Wordfish Score X0 24

19:‘__—1%2]0‘:“ Z&W4 Wordfish Score 2}o]

ny (1) ) ®3) 4) 5) ) 7
SIEEES 0.436 0.127 0.038 0.075 0.060  0.253
W-NOMINATE  (9.372) (0.258) (0.270) (0.305) (0.315) (0.280)
0.259™ 0267 0.261™ 0.280" 0.266™ 0.104~

LIRSS
0.028) (0.047) (0.042) (0.043) (0.048) (0.028)
0.333™ 03337 0.282" 0.138

Ck|
(0.053) (0.050) (0.065) (0.076)
-0.012 -0.010 -0.003
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Measuring Legislators’ Ideology and Analyzing Ideological
Differences Across Standing Committees Using Wordfish:
Evidence from the Minutes of Standing Committee
Meetings in the 19th and 20th National Assembly*

Eunmi Cho** - Sinjae Kang*** - Kyusik Yang****
Yongjai Yu***** - Yoonseok Lee******

ABSTRACT

This study applies the text scaling technique, specifically Wordfish, to
analyze the ideological positions of members of the 19th and 20th National
Assembly through the minutes of standing committee meetings. By
collecting and analyzing standing committee minutes from these two
legislative terms, the study estimates the ideological tendencies of
legislators based on their spoken contributions and measures the
ideological variance between committees. The results indicate that
ideologically extreme members showed smaller ideological variations
across standing committees, while differences in ideological positions
varied according to factors such as seniority, gender, age, committee chair
status, and regional representation (Yeongnam and Honam
constituencies). Notably, senior members demonstrated ideological
flexibility, adjusting their positions according to the nature of different
standing committees. Furthermore, significant ideological variations
across standing committees were observed among committee chairs and
members representing Yeongnam and Honam districts. These findings
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Institute in Computational Social Science (SICSS) at KAIST. An earlier draft
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was supported by the BK21 Project of the Department of Political Science at
Yonsei University.
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offer critical insights into ideological polarization and the complexity of
committee operations within the legislative process. Furthermore, this
study contributes to the field by employing text scaling methods to
analyze actual speeches, offering a novel approach to ideological analysis
that moves beyond traditional roll-call vote analysis.

Keywords: text scaling, Wordfish, National Assembly, standing
committee, minutes of meetings, ideology, seniority
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